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CLIMATE HEALTH WA INQUIRY — FINAL REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.03 pm]: I rise to inform the house that the McGowan 
government has released the “Climate Health WA Inquiry: Final Report” and endorsed its recommendations in 
principle. The Climate Health WA inquiry was one of the key priorities within the “Sustainable Health Review: 
Final Report to the Western Australian Government”. It is the first statutory inquiry anywhere in the world focused 
on the health impacts of climate change. 

Key findings of the inquiry include recognition that climate action is necessary for health system sustainability and 
that the benefits of change far outweigh the costs when health is factored in. The inquiry found that the WA health 
sector is close to the starting line in a race to reduce its own emissions and waste, but is keen to go further and 
faster. This report sets a blueprint for the next 10 years of the WA health system’s capability to adapt to climate 
change and better protect the health of the community, and to support health services to do more to reduce emissions 
and waste without compromising the quality of patient care. The inquiry sought information from the WA community 
and Australian and international experts to obtain the best science, data and evidence to inform the recommendations. 
The report identifies that in the past decade there has been a lack of emissions reporting, evaluated initiatives, 
research and workforce training within the health sector. 

I would like to thank Professor Tarun Weeramanthri and the inquiry team for their hard work, and especially the 
extensive consultation, and, of course, the WA community, which provided input into the inquiry. I now table 
a copy of the “Climate Health WA Inquiry: Final Report”. 

[See paper 4043.] 
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